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M 2005, the Environmentsl Pra-

tectian Agency took B first -

portant step toward  redacing

mercury pollution from coal-

fired power plants. s Clear Al

Mercury  Buole is intendéd o
bring abeut & 7l percent reduction in
mercury emisskns over the next 30
VEATE.

But the new rule doss nat reguics
all plants o reduce amissions by e
dame ampant. Some may be allvwed
{0 poliwte mare then cthers by Baging
pollutian credits from ather plants,

The E.F.A’s Faith in this“cap and
trada" approach is based on tha Bs-
sumption that mercury poblufion dis-
perses evenly In the ‘envingnrment
Thig strategy has worked Wweill in re-
ducing smissions of sulfur dicdde, &
companent of acid rain, BUL mercury
does not baheve in the Same way &=
aeid rain. In fact, much of the mercu-
rv emitted by cozlfired power plinis
remains near [hoss plants.

Tn & just completed 10-year study of
birds, fizh and mammals in the rordh-
eastern United States and southeast-
ern Canads, we: foand live places
where fish and waldlife have excep-
tinnally high cencentrations of mer-
cury in thelr blood Under the EB.ACS
new rule, tixese blological mercary
“hat spats” could persist, with dian-
aerous consaguences for the health of
people and wildide: :

For more than a century, merciry
pollution has blanketed much of the
Unitedd  States.  Coalfired  power
plants and orher seurcas emit mercu-
ry into the atmosphere, where it is
carried with the wind and deposited
paio the ground, On land, particularly
im wetkanes, merewry can change to i
form kbown. as methyl mercicy,
wihich readtly accumulates in Grgan-
FLa T

Methy] mercury ks taken up by-mi-
croscopic plants and znimals, which
are then consumed by fish and othar
antmels. As it moves tp the food
chain, methyl mezoury increases in
concentration as much &3 10 million
times. Animaks at the top of thechaln
that consume fots of tainted fish —
comman lpons, bakd eagled rlver of-
ters and some humang = are exposed
to methyl mercary in ameunts bigh

Diovid CEvers ig tHe axectbive di-
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The E.PA s rule
won't save us from

MEercury poisoning.

caough 0 canse nenrologicnl cdasme
age, bahavioral abnormalitics amd re-
penductive problems,

Children are particolarly at risk oe
mercuiy polsonlng. Some 20000 10
400,000 children born in the Tnibed
Spapes each year have beon expased
o mercury levels in their mathers!
wontbs high enough fo impsie nedare-
Iopical development, according to an
analystz of data gathered from 13-
2002 by the Matichal, Health: and Nu-
trition Exarmination Survey.

To recuce this expostire, the E.P.A
st manitar, e Work ta elimingte,
mercry hobSpais.

Within pme lot spot: we found in
western Maine, 43 percent of the adult
toans had blood mercory Rvels high-
er than 30 parts per milllan — thres
times as much @ Ioane tested from

nwind

vy

o

JToiwary IRagrod

remote Alaskan lakes, and  high
anpagh to be podspnous. One loon had
i hloed mercary level of 142 parts
por million and showed visible signs
of poisoning, - ineluding an’inability-to
dive and ewade approaching beats. In
soathern Mew Hamgeshire, in an area
downwind of several col-Tired power
plants; mercury deposition is pearly
five’ times higher than EP.A. esti-
mates.

Enviccnmental profection officialks
in Mew York, Mew Jarsey; Pennsylvas
niit and several other stotes hiwve
adopied: state emizsions plans that
prohibit treding of mercury pollution
credits. The EFA. should likewiss
consider the real danper of Biological
marcury hat spots. At th same lime,
the agency should create a nationi
mercury imatitarkng natwark totrack
how well its emlssions limits are
working. (A bill chat would establish
such @ netwosk 5 before Conpross
now. ) Thiz approach s the only way
the agency can evaluate the need for
stogper and (aater peductlons inmer-
cury emissions, track Dow well its
emizsiens limirs alieviete hot spods
ami’ witimatehy ‘profect the covicon-

ment and huean health, ]




